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begged me to join him in the toast. After supper, as I was leaning on his shoulder near the fire, he said to me:
"' Isn't it true that these visits are very agreeable to those who pay and those who receive them ? But, no matter how delighted they may seem to be at your coming, I defy their delight to equal the sorrow of him whom you have left alone to-day, and who will never know content until he sees you again/
" I asked him whom he referred to. He replied, pressing my arm:
"e To one of those who did not come with you: it's an easy matter for you to guess whom I mean, among them.'
" I worked on the bracelet until two o'clock: I have enclosed a little key, attached by two ribbons. It isn't as well done as I could have wished: but I had not the time to do it better: I will make you a better one at the first opportunity. Be careful that no one sees it in your possession, for I have worked on it before everybody, and it will surely be recognized.
" I constantly recur, in spite of myself, to the horrible deed you urge upon me. You force me to dissimulation and treachery which make me shudder. I should rather die, believe me, than commit such a crime, for the thought makes my heart bleed. He will not go with me unless I promise to sit at the same table and occupy the same bed with him, as before, and not to leave him so frequently. If I consent, he will do, he says, whatever I wish, and will go with me to the ends of the world: but he has entreated me to postpone my departure two days. I have pretended to consent to whatever he wishes: but I told him to say nothing to anybody of our reconciliation for fear that some lords would take umbrage. In short, I can do with him as I please*